
    Maine Masonic College Board of Regents Meeting 
 

                                 August 23, 2009 
 
 

Quote of the meeting: “If there were a need today, it is to bring people together and build communities.” – 
Wayne Adams 

 
The Board of Regents met at Meridian Splendor Lodge #49 in Newport, Maine. Present were Wayne 
Adams, Richard Bowden, Edward King, Eric Kuntz, George Macdougall, Walter Macdougall, Don 
McDougall, David Richardson and Jim Ross with Stephen Nichols presiding as Chairman. The meeting 
began at 8:58am and the reports of the Secretary and Treasurer were accepted as presented. 
 
The Chairman then welcomed Wayne Adams and asked if he would make some inspirational remarks. 
Wayne spoke about 5 things he saw as important for our consideration as a College with particular 
emphasis on the fact that Freemasonry has been the most successful when it has intersected with the 

needs of society. He noted too that it has always been in the 
forefront of ‘radical ideas’ – such as public education and de-
mocracy. He reminded us that Freemasonry’s teachings con-
veyed to men the idea they could unite in the midst of a socie-
ty where people had been killing each other, often over trivial 
and interpretive matters and that the US was founded on a 
common philosophy and used a number of examples to elabo-
rate on this theme. He suggested that if we adopt a clearly 
stated mission that leadership would be responsible for keep-
ing us on message. It was noted that we do, indeed, have a 
well-defined mission leading to the question of whether it’s 
being communicated with fervency and zeal. He noted that this 

is a critical time for Freemasonry as it sits once again on the precipice of intersection with society’s 
needs. (Secretary’s Note: For a similar exposition on this topic by Wayne, refer to The Northern Light magazine 
of August, 2006 available on the Scottish Rite (NMJ) website.) 
 
There was then some discussion of the specific situation in which Freemasonry finds itself today, es-
pecially relating to the Maine Masonic College and its mission, course attendance, etc. It was agreed 
that we have a valuable product for both members and their communities and that we should not be 
discouraged during these times when everyone is facing challenges. 
 
Walter then presented the report of the Dean of Academic Affairs and we went through the extensive 
markup of dates, locations, etc. A goodly number of courses were inked in for the spring semester and 
this year will offer nearly three times the number of programs we’ve offered in preceding years.  
 
Norma Leighton who was there to provide our lunch advised the Regents that Jerry was doing well in 
light of his recent medical situation. She encouraged us to give him plenty of work and we all agreed 
that this was a GREAT idea!  
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‘Mop-up’ items included the following: 
• The Entablature was revised by Ed to be more current and is now again in the hands of George 

Pulkkinen with assurances it will be in the next issue. Steve reminded members to start getting 
submissions ready for the following issue which will be due soon. 

• Further Light discussion continues to glow in the dark despite having thought to have been ex-
tinguished last meeting. Agreed we will send no letters or booklets now but that we must do a 
better job of getting publicity. (Secretary’s Note: Jim Ross stepped up to the plate on this and sent a 
couple of excellent e-mails to those on his mailing list encouraging participation. Steve also used his list 
to try and drum up support for Kelley’s course this past Wednesday.) 

• The Lost Symbol by Dan Brown will be released on Septem-
ber 15th with Freemasonry’s role still unknown although 
some early reports indicate that we may not be skewered 
like Opus Dei and the Catholic Church were in The DaVinci 
Code. Regardless, this may well open a door for those seek-
ing to find out about Freemasonry and by having the College 
visibly providing programs in our communities, we can show 
our ‘true selves’, whatever the book may say. 

 
We had an additional discussion about mailing lists with no deci-
sions or conclusions. 
 
The Chairman noted that he had met with the Secretary and the Treasurer since the last meeting to 
discuss the concerns of the Grand Treasurer relative to financial reporting for the amount given to the 
College by the Maine Masonic Charitable Foundation. Prior to that meeting, Ed had contacted the Ac-
countant pursuant to the understanding Steve received while meeting at the Grand Lodge with the 
parties involved. (Regents will recall that a meeting of the Charitable Foundation and the Regents had 
been called by the Grand Master but after discussions amongst Ed, Eric and Steve it was felt that such 
a meeting on such short notice would not solve anything and ultimately the GM agreed.) Ed assured 
the Accountant that he would have the 2008-2009 accounting of the College (in full and not just li-
mited to the CF donation) done within ten days and it was delivered to him electronically on the eight 
day. Ed has since contacted him to be sure he has it and replied that he had – without any elaboration 
whatsoever. Thus it appears we have done what was asked in a timely manner and we will need to 
consider the many issues involved as we move through the next few months. It was agreed that we 
could/should get someone else involved to handle the minutiae of the accounting and Ed will contact 
someone who’d done some work like this for him a couple of years ago.  
 
The next meeting was set for September 27, 2009 following which the meeting was adjourned at 
12:06 pm and was followed by the usual great meal and great conversation. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

  

Edward L. King   

Secretary, Board of Regents, Maine Masonic College 

 


